"The worst of particularities is to withhold oneself, 
the worst ignorance is not to act, the worst lie is 
to steal away." 

- Charles Péguy 
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JANUARY MEETING 

The January meeting of LE+HI-HO will convene at 2:00 P.M., Sunday 
January 24%, at the Unitarian Church in Fountain Hill, Lehigh 
Valley. Dr. Karnan, minister of the church, will present the pro- 
gram. Dr. Karnan, since his recent arrival at the Church, has only 
once been able to meet the LE-HI-HO membership at the December pro- 
gram with Ursula Brown and Georgia Dow. 


URSULA BROWN & GEORGIA DOW 

~~ On Dee. 18, Le-Hi-Ho sponsored an informal evening at the Uni- 
tarian Church with these delightful girls. A dozen members of Le-Hi- 
Ho in the company of the ministers of the Bux-Mont and Lehigh Valley 
Churches, spent a most congenial evening in discussion and convivi- 
ality centered in the guest speakers. 

Ursula and Georgia have been in the Eastern Pennsylvania area 
for about a month and have addressed about 13 groups in that time. 
Their point, beautifully illustrated before us, is that homosexuals 
are human beings regardless of whatever classifications they may 
otherwise be put into. 

They described their audiences as super straight, but their rec- 
eption as warm. Ursula commented, however, that the men in the aud- 
ience, while invariably polite, would appear to have a gleam in 
their eyes that said; Once in bed with me girl, you will never go to 
bed with a woman again. Ursual was, in fact, married and is the 
mother of two children. Her thought is that we must release people 
from the bonds that inhibit all human sexuality. 





FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Cailing all petitions. Please return all petitions, whether 
they are completely filled or only have one name signed, to the 
LE-HI-HO office. All petitions will be turned over to our lobbist 
in Harrisburg, Jerry Curtis. 

Thanks to all our members and friends who sent me Christmas 
greetings. Due to the large number of cards received, I am unable 
to thank each person individually, 
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I have a few thoughts to share with you regarding our telephone 
answering device. I hope everyone is aware that our telephone 
(691-6121) is answered 24 hours every day by a telephone answering 
machine. The machine answers with a 25 second taped message and 
then permits you to leave a message on the connected tape recorder. 
Your time limit is 35 seconds. The cycle lasts for one minute and 
then the machine turns itself off and the telephone connection is 
broken. The following hints would be considered when calling our 
unit or for that matter when you encounter any taped telephone 
answering device: 


“3 Speak directly into the ee of your phone for best 
; recording results. You-do not have to shout, but speak loud 
and clear. 

20 ‘Lhe first and most important part of your message should be 

.-; your name and phone number (don't forget area code). ‘Always 

’. “SPELL your last name. With the remaining seconds, give a brief 
explanation-of why you called. 

3. Please allow about 48 hours for a response to you call. The 
unit. is usually left active for about 24 hours before the 
messages are extracted from the message tape. Therefore if 
you called immediately after the tape was activated, you 
would have at least a 24 hour wait and possibly more if the 
person calling could not reach you immediately. 

If the call is. of an emergency nature and you need immediate 

response, try eith CONFRONT at (215) 433-0148 or 433-0149; or LIFE- 

LIEE-LINE at (215) 691-0660. 


SCINTILLA: Independence Comments 

On.July 4, 1976, the American people shall celebrate the 200% 
anniversary of Independence. It is disappointing that we are going 
towards it.with such blind fervor. There are too many millions of 
America's minorities to whom the idea of Independence is a fallacy. 
Our society has built enough ideological prisons to keep every 
American, regardless of his identity, from ever realizing the true 
taste of Independence. In five and one-half years, things will not 
be any different; our cyclic culture rejects innovation. We all 
have glowing ideas of what the new world would be like. But too 
few of us have the courage of: our convictions. There is too much 
fear of repression. We choose to sit on our collective asses a- 
wwiting our savant and savior. But he will never come again. He 
was. born over two.thousand years ago,. preached ideas of love and 
brotherhood, and died. (for us) because of his beliefs (and because | 
he proposed a change in the status quo); we choose to ignore him. 
There have been those who, in His name, have done excessively well 
in the oppression of mankind. 

For: years the Death Bell has been biel tres. America, in her 
‘remarkable apathy, may be the first to succumb. Something must be 
done; we all agree on that. But when do we begin? We, as homo- 
sexuals, are in a most peculiar position. Enormous energies are 
directed against us. We cannot permit the apathy that exists to 
affect us, too.. We have reason to be reticent in helping others. 
Few individuals and organizations outside our own ranks are for 
us. But we must show ourselves to be benevolent. In no way do we 
endagger anyone. Maintaining an aura of mystery does not help our 
image. We must hold out our hands and use our are in helping 
all mankind, not only our own rank. 

i realize I am speaking altruistically and with naive enlight- 
enment. But I am sincere in asking each of you to’ forego individual 
benefits in the pursuit of our goals. By exhibiting Signs of true 
benevolence, we cannot but help our own situations. 

We have five and on-half years until the. celebration. Let us 
use. that time we have to the best advantage .and make July 4, 1976 
truly, a day, of nena equally, ~ for ali. | 


WHY ONE pe A HOMOPHILE | 
flere 1s ‘the true story of. one gay' s encounter with the law. This 
man, a friend. from. out of town, is indistinguishable from any one we 
our members in‘past or present history, except for the following © 
experiences. Although: he: would not object. to our use of his name, 
we will call him "A" in order to emphasize. that it: Sousd have any 
one. Imagine. that it was you, 7 





A met B ina bar. After a few drinks.they went another bar, | ‘then 
another, finally ending in A's apartment.;for-a,night-cap. The fact 
that each bar was gay has little eevee: on subsequent events. No 
homosexual act took place. .. | 

CTRL AN@ 8: apartment they had a ‘drink, ‘A, being rather fatigued ‘and 
— nok” PaAterésted in’B, excused himself for a. shawer while B finished 
iDMis drinks AFtéer~ showering, ‘A discovered that. his wallet"was missing 
and B was gone. B had exited via the fire escape and hastened .into 
a Window’ ‘ef -Che' next building. The building, unfortunately,:: turned 
out to bé a-woman's dormitory. After’some commotion, B.landed in 
the hatids of the police to whom he explained. that he was. Fleeing 
from‘'some “queer who had been making definite advancese |: - 

The police and B found A who denied the accusations and charged 
B with the theft of his wallet. The police did indeed find :B in 
possession of the wallet. However, both A and B were arrested. sks 
was charged with solicitation and intent to commit sodomy; B was". 
charged with theft; and both were jailed. 

A did not have the money for bail. nor money for a lawyer. There- 
fore, he spent 32 days in jail awaiting. trial. He was alone ina 
Gels, “yet in the. section reserved for known or admitted homosexuals 

OB, it turned out was on probation: fas a prior conviction on 
charges of theft and readily agreed with. A, through their lawyers 
not to testify against each other. When the cases came to court, the 
judge had no* alternative but to dismiss both cases.for lack of 
evidence. B; however, was returned to, jail by his probation officer 
for parole violations after A told the. officer: the. ROE RA i 

That was A's ~first arrest, 

The sécond arrest occurred | in? a movie. theater where. A had gone. to 
kill time before’a job- interview. . Inside, he natuzally. chose,~from: 
the few: available, a seat’ next to a good looking young fellow.:Still 
he was surprised to’ feel the young man's leg pressing his.. ‘Mindful. 
of his°appoint‘ent, A at first resisted the persistent advances.-of | 
the ‘othér™ ‘party, Eventually, however, A agreed to meet.C in the :lob- 
by: in a few minutes; quite without the intention of. actuakly meeting 
him. Much later, C turned out to be a plainclothes police officer 
who arrested A as he was leaving. tne theater to aa his pees 
It-is ‘a‘€lassic case of entrapment... ..: 

This time, our friend. was incarcerated for 62 days awaiting 
trial; -Bat, incomprehensibly, he was not segregated as a homosexual 
prisoner. THis. time, as last, he called his "friends" asking them 
to raise bail... He says of this, "You have no friends when you're in 
trouble like_ that. I've seen lovers, men who have. lived. together . 
for years and years ‘refuse to help one another when one of them is: 
arrested. ‘They pack up, move out, and find a new: lover. Anything » 
to avoid trouble." ~” | 

When A came to trial he was given a suepended sentence with the 
stipilation that he’ attend weekly group therapy.sessions at a. local 
metital health clinic, The judge frankly informed A that he would 
have! thrown ‘the book’ at him had A not testified that he was des- 
perately fighting his NOROSEME LALLY by dating women ang. avoiding 
gay company when he could, 

A‘ later told the psychiatrist that the courtroom scene was a bare 
faced lie designed to save his ass. Of the two years in therapy, A 
says he learned to avoid roadside rests, of all places, for pick- 
UPS, and in general to avoid public assignations.. 

-A’ subsequently left the city of his. arrests and has had. no furth- 
er trouble, He carefully marks his. Aamipynent records no arrest 
record, | 

We need only point out that Tee Hi- Ho is not well arapered to. whe lay 
homosexuals in trouble similar to A's. There is no legal fund, nor © 
the nonies available to start one. We have no reliable,local source 
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for legal advice, let alone legal representation. Which of our mem- 
bers would "care" enough about homosexuals to visit one in jail? 

If the case arose, Le-Hi-Ho might cope. A few members might be 
found to sponsor bail in an emergency. Half a dozen calls or so would 
find a lawyer somewhere who could handle the case. And that would be 
the end of it. We would have muddled through. 

J, W. B. 


THE LIBRARY TABLE 


Sexual Inversion . . . continuing the review by Duncan Wright 

For a number of reasons, we will scramble the order of articles 
in the psychiatric section of Marmor's book. Of the four we will now 
present, three deal with negating the concept of "latent homosexual- 
ity" as a psychotherapeutic tool in the analysis of heterosexual 
patients. This concept of latent homosexuality derives from the 
Freudian notion of innate bisexuality which allows that all persons 
have a homosexual component in their psycho-sexual make-up. 

By way of further definition of the problem of latent homosexual- 
ity, we turn to Leon Salzman and the article entitled "Latent 
Homosexuality": "(A) universal, normal, homoerotic development is 
postulated in which the homoerotic are held in check and lie dormant, 
to be aroused by both instinctual and experiential factors....Ac- 
cording to the bisexual theory, every individual, with his supposed 
netitage .af; soQcalled ‘masculine' and "feminine' traits, reveals 
latent homosexual trends if any of his attitudes or behavioral 
characteristics does not conform to the accepted qualities of 
maleness or femaleness. ...It should be noted that the term is not 
applied to the overt homosexual but to the heterosexual individual 
in whom homosexual tendencies and drives that might influence his 
behavior and psychology lie dormant." 

"Tt is obvious that although this concept may have served a useful 
purpose in the initial development of the psychology of sex behavior 
its continued use is detrimental in a scientific and humanistic sense. 
While it supplied answers to much clinical material in Freud's and 
other's experience, it was based on anatomical and physiological 
fallacies that have been clarified during the past fifty years." 

"Because," Salzman concludes, "The term 'homosexuality' carries 
such derogatory connotations and its application to an individual 
subjects him to serious social and occupational difficulties, it 
should be reserved for definite instances in which its presence is 
undoubted. The looseness of the term 'latent homosexuality' and its 
abuse by professionals as well as by laymen demands that the validity 
of the concept be definitely demonstrated or the term abandoned." 

Sandor Rado, author of "A Critical Examination of the Concept of 
Bisexuality," states at least six objections to Freud's hypothesis of 
a universal homosexual component. After evidence that the supposed 
bisexuality has no biological or physiological reality, Rado suggests 
that the term homosexual itself has been so widely applied by thera- 
pists that it is stretched out of meaningfulness. Also, the applica- 
tion of the terms masculine and feminime as a determinent of bisex- 
uality has always had an arbitrary basis, accordin& to the individual 


therapist's lights. Nor have male-female distinctions been separated 
as occuring in adult fantasies as opposed to childhood, thus ignoring 
the tremendous intellectual differences between these two. A child 
might not know the difference. "The inheritance of knowledge and 
ideas, first envisaged by Plato and lately revived by psychoanalysis, 
must obviously be left out of consideration in the absence of any 
factual basis for this claim." 

Fantasies, says Rado, draw their content from experience. How can 
they, therefore, be supposed to draw from an innate "homosexual com- 
ponent?" And why, if many forms of factual homosexual behavior have 
no relation to the behavior of the opposite sex, does one attribute 
the word homosexual to all manifestations which seems to suggest the 
opposite sex? 

Lionel Oversey, the author of "Pseudohomosexuality and Homosexual- 
ity in Men: Psychodynamics as a Guide to Treatment" terms the concept 
"pseudohomosexuality," since, as he explains, true homosexuality has 
sexual satisfaction as its goal, while speciously homosexual motiva- 
tion in heterosexuals may be conflicts of dependency needs or drives 
for power. 

For instance, "Pseudohomosexual anxieties may develop in men at 
times of self-assertive crisis precipitated by failures in the mas- 
culine role in any area of behavior- sexual, social, or vocational. 
In such a crisis, a man may unconsciously represent his weakness 
through a symbolic equation: I am a failure as a man=I am castrated= 
I am a woman=I am a homosexual....The equation is a caricature of 
the social demand that every male fulfill certain 'masculine' re- 
quirements and of the social judgement the 'femininity' and homosex- 
uality are failures for which a man must forfeit all respect from his 
fellows. Men with inhibitions of assertion who use this equation 
invariably invoke adaptive techniques involving dependency or power 
in order to repair the damage already done or to protect themselves 
from camage yet to come." 

The person who unconsciously wishes for infantile dependency as 
an adult "is convinced he lacks the adaptive equipment to satisfy 
his own needs and to insure his own survival." Therefore he regresses 
to wishing a situation like the dependence of a child on his mother 
wherein he did not have to provide for himself. Or "The unassertive 
male may attempt to deny his weakness by acting out its opposite, 
compensatory striving for power....(He is) continuously engaged in 
indiscriminate competition with other men...." 

These wishes reveal themselves in the patient as content in dream 
analysis, and as the acted out behavior of everyday life. The thera- 
pist, says Oversey, must not be distracted by the homosexual face of 
these dreams, but concentrate on the underlying causes. "It is here, 
particularly, that the classical Freudian constitutional approach, 
with its insistence on homosexual explanations, can do great damage. 
How can we expect a human being to come to terms with assumed innate 
tendencies that cannot be altered and to accept permanent deflation of 
his self-esteem? Worse yet, he is asked to make this sacrifice for 
socially unacceptable tendencies that he does not even have. The true 
problem lies in the integrative failure of self-assertion, not in 
homosexuality." 


